Report To Court

This report is of a confidential nature for the benefit of the Court and may be distributed only to parties to the proceedings.

Name(s) 


File Number(s)


Date of Hearing

Type of Hearing

i.e.   Court Review, Permanency Planning, Termination of Parental Rights

Persons Contacted

This is done in list form (child/ren first)   i.e.  
Robert King……..Child







Mrs. Adams……..Foster Mother

Purpose of Appointment


CASA was appointed to advocate…do a home visit… listing any special task CASA was asked to complete.

Legal History  
Short narrative of legal proceedings to this point i.e., “The children were brought into state custody after being left alone in the home for two days.  The parents have agreed to a finding of Neglected/Dependant.  The children are currently in foster care with the goal of Return to Parent.”
Summary of Investigation or Involvement

A short statement summarizing the way you went about investigating the case - your plan – and goals you had for your investigation.

Child/Children  

In the first report, introduce the child(ren) to the court.  Give age, physical description, placement, school or day care.  Use your observations and be as descriptive as possible. List likes and dislikes, hobbies, school achievement, special needs, etc.  Relate any significant conversations you have had with the child and quote the child’s statements about placements, fears, etc. At some point give the dates you visited with the child/children.   In subsequent reports summarize progress in applicable areas i.e. adjustment to placement, school, counseling, medical care, visitation.   

Parents

As above, introduce the parents to the court.  Give age, background, educational level, job history, family history, medical and psychological history and current issues.  If the plan is for the children to return home it is necessary to do a home visit (study) describe the physical layout and condition of the home, and the parent’s plan for supporting the children at home (day care, finances, transportation etc.)  Relate any significant conversations.   If there is a Plan of Care, relate the parent’s progress on achieving those goals.  Please refer to parents as Mr., Mrs., Ms. or Miss.

Placement

Describe a foster home in term of number of children there (foster and biological), length of placement there, and if applicable, whether or not it is a pre-adoptive home.   If you are describing any other type of home placement – describe as you would following a home visit (study).  Ex: type of housing, # of bedrooms, living arrangements, furnishings, food, neighborhood, safety, cleanliness, toys, beds, who lives in home, how long, observations interior and exterior.
Concerns and/or Recommendations
These statements should be directly supported from the information in the rest of the report.  They are not demands, but rather statements of concern, or requests for services.   You may put these in a form that is most comfortable for you.  Some volunteers do this in list form, others choose to write a type of closing or summarizing statement. 

Respectfully submitted,
(name)






(name)
CASA Volunteer




Advocate Supervisor
