Personal Safety Tips—Minimizing Your Chances of Victimization**
· Be aware of your surroundings
· There is safety in numbers
· Watch for loiterers
· Do not draw unnecessary attention to yourself
· Walk confidently and with a purpose
· Wear shoes that will allow for swift walking and/or running, if possible
· Do not carry a purse if it is not needed
· Carry and display a cell phone
· Give a wide berth to darkness and hiding places, ie. shrubs, alleys, fences, breezeways, doorways and dumpsters
· Do not display large sums of cash
· Minimize jewelry and unnecessary items
· Women:  Separate driver’s license, credit cards and major currency denominations
· Men:  Carry a 2nd wallet of small bills and worthless cards
· Have credit card cancellation info in a secret location
· Use ATMs that are inside businesses
· Vary your routine, professionally and socially
· Vary bank deposit times and locations
· Do not open your wallet or purse for panhandlers
· Don’t display identification on your keys
· Don’t wear a nametag
· Pre-plan to park under a light or in a well-lit area
· Have your car keys ready to unlock your car door as you approach
· Try not to park next to vans or panel trucks
· Scan your surroundings as you approach your car
· Prepare to activate your car alarm
· Visually scan your back seat and cargo areas
· Upon entering your car, immediately lock the doors
· Keep your windows rolled up when stationary
· Make quick exits out of and quick entrances into your car
· Don’t drive home if you are being followed
· Don’t get boxed in to a parking spot
· Visually scan and listen before allowing a stairwell door to close behind you
· Don’t stop for small bumps—go to a public area or get tag of offender’s vehicle
· Don’t stop for flashing red lights—move to the right
· Don’t stop for an unmarked car—if it feels wrong
· Politely insist on persons in plainclothes claiming to be the police to display credentials
· Interstates are safer due to controlled access
· Center lanes offer more maneuverability, but the left lane is the most dangerous
· Never hitchhike or pick up hitchhikers
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