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A Message From the Executive Director

When a child is in the court system due
to abuse and neglect, a judge must
determine where he or she should go.
Should he or she remain in foster care? Be
reunited with parents? Or be adopted?
The caseload is overwhelming for the
courts and our social services agencies.
CASA, Inc,, provides a crucial resource of
trained advocates who speak exclusively
for the children. It is the CASA volunteer’s
duty to acquire in-depth knowledge of
each assigned case, focus on the child’s
best interests, and express those needs
and point of view to the court. Volunteer
special advocates recommendations help
judges make more informed decisions
and give children a voice during an
uncertain and often frightening time.

For 27 years, CASA has improved
children’s lives in Davidson County; but
unfortunately, today, we still cannot
advocate for every child. To do so, we
must double our current budget to $1.2
million and significantly grow our overall
operations. CASA's board of directors
believes the time has come to bridge
the gap. We are launching an initiative
called A Voice For All to expand our reach
into the community and meet our goal
to serve 100 percent of the children who
need advocates annually. This work will
likely take at least three years, and we will
need more than money to achieve our

goal, but we believe our community can
support the effort and stand up for our
children in need.

CASA was very fortunate to have been
spared by the flood waters of May 2010.
Unfortunately, the Juvenile Justice Center
was not spared, and had to relocate to

a variety of spaces across the city for

10 months. Its normal operations were
disrupted, which ultimately resulted in
fewer dependent and neglect petitions
being filed, and fewer cases being
referred to CASA. Despite the disruption
from the norm, CASA served 501 abused
and neglected children via 280 volunteer
special advocates during our 2010 to
2011 fiscal year. Additionally, we trained
52 new volunteer Court Appointed
Special Advocates. The court accepted
86 percent of CASA’s permanent
placement recommendations, and our
six-month follow-up showed 94 percent
of the children remained in their safe
placements.

In August 2010, with funding from an
Urban High Need grant through National
CASA, we were able to add another
advocate supervisor to our staff. The
addition of this full-time position increases
our overall capacity to serve more abused
and neglected children. Now that the
number of cases referred from juvenile

court is back to pre-flood levels, we are
glad to be able to serve approximately 125
more children per year.

To our donors and corporate funders,
please know how much we appreciate
your continuing support of the work our
volunteers do. The only way we will be
able to get closer to providing A Voice
For All abused and neglected children in
Davidson County is through your loyal
contributions.

To our devoted and passionate volunteers,
please know how much we value your
time, energy and talents that you invest to
save children from lives of abuse. You are
the heart and soul of CASAI

Jane Andrews
CASA Executive Director
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WHY GET INVOLVED:

MARY

CASA was appointed to advocate for
the best interests of 7-year-old Mary,
who came to the attention of the court
through a Department of Children’s
Services (DCS) petition. The petition
alleged Mary had been sexually
abused by her mother boyfriend

and that the mother’s boyfriend was
aregistered sex offender. The alleged
sex abuse occurred more than a year
prior to the petition because it had not
been disclosed by Mary until then. At
the time Mary disclosed the sex abuse,
shewas in the custody of her father,
and was living with her father and his
girlfriend. DCS closed its case shortly
after filing the petition. A few months
later, CASA volunteer Michelle was
assigned to Mary’s case. Right around
that time, the father’ girlfriend was
arrested, and the father lost his home.
Mary began missing school, staying
with individuals she did not know, and
had yet to be enrolled in counseling
for victims of sex abuse. Michelle
worked hard, maintaining contact
with Mary and her father. Michelle
constantly pushed the issue of Mary
missing too much school and not
being enrolled in counseling to address
her victimization. Despite the family
moving frequently, Michelle never lost
Mary. Michelle was able to locate the
mother of one of Mary’s half-siblings,
who took Mary into her home.
Michelle also helped this indlividual to
get Mary enrolled in both school and
counseling. Additionally, Mary had
some unaddressed dental needs that
she is now receiving medical care for
since being placed with this individual.
The father has also signed a Power of
Attorney over to Mary's new caretaker.
The case is still awaiting trial on the
petition that was filed by DCS, but
Michelle’s involvement has secured
stability, safety and services for Mary.

(Names have been altered to protect identity)
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CASA Mission Statement:

Provide trained community volunteers to advocate for
the best interests of children who come to the
attention of the court primarily as a result of
abuse or neglect.

GIFTS (continued)
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CONGRATULATIONS,
CASA COLLEGE GRADUATES
in the 2010/2011 Fiscal Year

September 2010 November 2010 March 2011
Dave Alexander Maryann Anderson  Casey Baker
Cassidy Aragon Valerie Caldwell- Cheryl Benion
Cathy Bratager Buford Claudia Humphrey
Laura Cornick Chisanga Chitalu Nehemiah Johnson
Brian Haile Chitalu Chitalu Carrie Linn
Marilyn Harris Lucia Folk Phyllis Robinson
Morgan Harris Laura Garner Carol Sorbo
Carolyn Jones Michelle Gaskin
Vivian Kirk Serena Gordon May 2011
Amelia Mitchell Nikki Greer-Hill Jennifer Arce
Vernel Mitchell Scott Huddleston Kelly Dunn
Melissa Ortiz William Schwegler ~ Reesa Harrison
Stephanie Becky Spurlock Jennifer Neal

Shackelford Brian Wessels Leslie Newman
Lyn Smith Bill York Clare Sullivan
Kimberly Webb Megan Zarling Sheena Steward

Elizabeth Wood

CASA Celebrations
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WHY GET INVOLVED:

THE SPENCERS

CASA advocates were appointed to
the five Spencer children after the
Department of Children’s Services filed
apetition alleging sexual abuse of

the two teenage daughters by their
mother’s boyfriend. The three other
children in the custody of Ms. Spencer
were her sister’s children that she had
gained custody of five years prior. The
behavior of two of the children was
out of control, and Ms. Spencer told the
court that she could no longer care for
them. Michael and Rachel were placed
in state custody, and after evaluations
they were deemed to be level three
and four, respectively. There were no
appropriate placements in Davidson
County. and the children were placed
in Memphis. The advocate not only
has visited the children four hours
away an average of twice a month,
but has helped facilitate visitation with
their parents, as their permanency
goalis ‘return to parent.” She was

also instrumental in investigating the
parent’s home for the placement of the
other children.

(Names have been altered to protect identity.)
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W. Neil and Sally Sharpe
Monica Shaw
Martin and Anna Sir
Patricia Slade
Samuel Smith
Emma Snoyer
Robert B. Snyder
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Buffalo Trace
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Paula and Tom Milam
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3funding America

Cool People Care

Costco

Sharing Spree
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CASA Volunteer Luncheon
April 14,2011

CASA honored volunteers at a
luncheon held April 14.

CASA Events 2010-2011

ACC vs. SEC Golf Tournament

October 11,2010
Sponsored by:
Allegra Greater Nashville UK
American Cellular Alumni Club
AT&T Green Bank
BancCard John Scott Exit Realty
Bob Gordon, Josh Anderson,
Morgan Stanley The Anderson Group
Brasfield & Gorrie Keller Williams Realty
BB&T KMH Systems, Inc.
Buffalo Trace Long Foundation
CAO Drilling Co.
Clemson Alumni LSU Alumni Association
Crosslin & Associates, PC. Music City Club
Cumberland Music, LLC Middle Tennessee
Cumberland Records Seminole Club
Cusizom Packaging ' Nashville Area Clemson
. Dick’s Sporting Goods Club
Shelby Bottoms Boogle Race Florida State Nashville NC State
October 2,2010 Franklin American Music Alumni
Sponsored by: C{ty BOWl‘ Panera Bread
Bongo Java Historic East Nashville Fridrich, Pinson & Publix
Couva Calypso Cafe Merchants Association Rothberg Insurance Sonoco Products
East End Chiropractor |zzie's Ice Agency, |nF- Company
East Nashville Kroger FTl Consulting . Summit
Community Nashville Public Radio ~ GilbertMarket Solutions  SuniTrust
Acupuncture Pamela Esposito Ceateiahile Tin Roof
Eric Jans Insurance Co. Graphic Design Aubum Club UPS
Francis Nashville Striders
Communications The Athlete’s House

Graffiti Advertising

Honoring
Founders
and Past
Board
Members

of CASA
May 10,2011




In memory of ...

Patricia Barker by Joseph N. Barker

Patricia Barker by Mr.and Mrs. Stephen Frohsin

Mike Buhl by Danielle and Harris Gilbert

Ann Eisenstein by Drew Gaffney

Ann Eisenstein by Robert Eisenstein and the
Fensterwald Foundation

William P Eubank Jr. by Newton and Dorothy Cannon

Edwin S. Gardner,V, by Mr.Robert E. Henry

Gail Greenfield by Dr. Barrett and Carolyn Rosen

Carrie Holton by Grace O. Foster

Carrie Holton by EMC Structural Engineers, PC.

Carrie Holton by Jeri Suedekum

Mrs. Kathleen Hughes by Newton and Dorothy Cannon

Bernerd Krohn by Dr. Barrett and Carolyn Rosen

Edith Labowitz by Scott and Leslie Newman

Lauren by Randall and Holly McCathren

Caroline Bird Mahoney by Bradley Arant Boult
Cummings, LLP

Leonard Martin by Jeanette Martin

Mrs. Phyllis Scruggs by Newton & Dorothy Cannon

Mother Ina Mae Walker by Linda F. Baldwin

Inhonorof...

The Ansley Fund of The Frist Foundation

The Reverend Jocelyn Bell, Bette Brinson, Grover
Brinson, Virginia Hollo and Sheila Sprague by
Felicity Peck

Steve Black's 79th birthday by Mike and Barbara
Schwartz

Mary Buckner by Paula Milam

Mrs. Iris W. Buhl and the Buhl Family by the Advised
Fund of The Community Foundation of Middle
Tennessee

Kellie Conn and Paula Alan by Jennifer Jervis

Margaret C. Cox by Donald A. Cox Jr.

Melissa and Norman Davis (Anniversary) by Ann and
Morley Denbo

Melissa and Norman Davis by Ann and Morley Denbo

Norman Davis by Ann and Morley Denbo

MEMORIALS and HONORARIUMS

Ann Deol by Jessica Grant

Mrs. Dorothea Douglas by Inge Loewenstein

Phyllis Eddy by Dr. Sondra Wilcox

Dr. Mia Frails by Stephanie Sweet

Laura Matter Fukushima by Beth Matter

Christina Hart by Rodes Hart

Beth Kelso by Bev Bernard

Adam Liff by Jane Marcus

Mr. Adam J. Liff by the Advised Fund of The
Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee

Jenny Magill by Matthew Zedler

Kim Crane Mallory by Michael Warren

Paula Milam by Jim and Betty Lou Bumnett

Paula Milam by Deborah and Jim Varallo

Hayden Partelli by Mike and Barbara Schwartz

Landry Partelli by Mike and Barbara Schwartz

Mickey Payne by Paula Milam

Pam Schmidt by Sheryl Rogers

Michelle and Micki Slingerland by Catherine Duffy

Mr.and Mrs. Brooks Smith by Rondal Richardson

Brenda Thompson by Mary Jo Murphy

Brenda Thompson by Rosemary Phillips

Brenda Thompson by Felicity Peck

Linda Veach by Pam Schmidt

Board Members Joe Walker and Stephen Johnson
by Roy Jordan

ClairWoodbury by Debbie Grooms

Tom Yount by Barbara M. DeWitt and Ward DeWitt Jr.

JIMMY WAYNE

In March 2011, Jimmy Wayne became the
newest spokesperson for the National CASA
Association. An alumnus of foster care himself,
Wayne gives tirelessly of his time to support
older youth in the child welfare system. In 2010,

he walked more than 1,700 miles from Nashville,

Tenn., to Phoenix, Ariz, to raise awareness of
homeless youth and children in care. His Meet

Me Halfway (www.projectmmh.og,)campaign has

been profiled by the media across the country.
Wayne performed at the 2011 National CASA
conference and has spoken regularly about the

cause on television and radio as well as during
performances.

12th Annual Light of Hope: Red Shoe Party

RED SHOE PARTY SPONSORS:

Bacon & Caviar Gourmet Catering

Bass Berry & Sims, PLC

Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &
Berkowitz, PC

Balfour Resource Group

Baptist Healing Trust

Belmont Software Services

Beth Haley Design

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP

Cassidy Turley

Counsel On Call

Cumberland Music

Comdata

Document Solutions, Inc.

Dye Van Mol & Lawrence

Fridrich & Clark Realty

Danielle and Harris Gilbert

Graffiti Indoor Advertising

Suzanne Harrison

HCA/TriStar

Jivel

Beth and Jim Kelso

Martha and Bronson Ingram
Foundation

McLemore Auction Company

McNeely Pigott & Fox Public
Relations

Miller & Martin PLLC

Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital
at Vanderbilt

Pinnacle Financial Partners
Rick Seiter and Riffi Obrien
SMS Holdings

Stites & Harbison, PLLC
truSTAR Creative

UHS

UPS

Walker Tipps and Malone PLC
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis LLP
W.O. Smith Music School
Woodland Wine Merchant
WT DuBois Construction, Inc.
YAZOO Brewing Company




CASA College

Mondays and Wednesdays

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

or

Tuesdays and Thursdays

5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

2011 - Fall Session Oct. 10-Nov. 17

12th Annual Shelby Bottoms
Boogie 15K and 5K
Oct. 1,2011

Surprise Party benefiting CASA
Oct 5,2011

ACC vs. SEC Alumni Golf
Tournament
Oct. 10,2011

Holiday Open House
Dec. 8,2011

13th Annual Light of Hope:
Red Shoe Party
April 21,2012

You can create a legacy of hope for
vulnerable children through a planned
gift to CASA, Inc. Friends and supporters
who express their intention to include
CASA in their estate plan may be
recognized as a member of the Legacy
Club. To learn more, contact CASA at

(615) 425-2383 or casa@casa-nashville.org.
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WISH LIST:
® Modular

training tables
and chairs

Projector for
training
purposes

Laptop or iPad
for training
purposes

Remember
Your Employer
Matching Programs
United Way
CASA code:
7017




